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The situation in which a household would 
have to spend 

more than 10% of its income on all fuel usemore than 10% of its income on all fuel use
to maintain an acceptable level of temperature

throughout the home
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Low income

Fuel 
poverty

Energy 
efficiency
of home

High energy 
prices



25%

-���(��)�)	���
*�#�
�����
�((�
����./0/�
��
-�*	������)�
'
���
�

12%
16%

34%
'
���
�

Sources: Regional House Condition Surveys
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Population: 
426,965

Households: 
158,520

Households in fuel poverty in 2006:  32%
(Source: NI House Condition Survey, NIHE, 2006)

158,520

(Source: NI Census, 2001)



District Council 
Area

Number of Fuel Poor 
Households

% of Households in 
Fuel Poverty

Ranking

Antrim 4,130 24 26

Ballymena 7,530 35 13

Ballymoney 4,000 35 12

Carrickfergus 4,700 31 20

Coleraine 7,580 31 19

Cookstown 4,630 41 3Cookstown 4,630 41 3

Larne 4,780 43 2

Magherafelt 4,560 34 14

Moyle 3,230 45 1

Newtownabbey 8,710 26 25

NIfHP Total 53,850 32

NI Total 225,580 34

Source:   NIHE House Condition Survey 2006



Fuel Poverty Steering 
Group

� Investing for Health
� Dept. for Social Development
� 10 Councils 
� NI Housing Executive
� NI Electricity� NI Electricity
� Firmus Energy
� Health & Social Services
� National Energy Action
� University of Ulster
� Rural Community Network
� EAGA
� NI Oil Federation



� Fuel Poverty Steering Group
� Fuel Poverty Strategy Co-ordinator
� Energy Efficiency Advisers in each 
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� Energy Efficiency Advisers in each 
Council area - 9 in total
� Barbara Gray, Ballymoney and Moyle Councils
� Ailish McAtamney, Coleraine Council

� 7 Warmer Homes Groups
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• Referrals to grant schemes
– over 2000 referrals

• Over £700,000 benefits 
recovered through CAB 
Advisers

• Research evaluations,           
e.g. cost-benefit analyses
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• Fuel poverty and energy 
efficiency training

• Oil stamp saving 
schemes across 8 

Council areas
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• Target other groups vulnerable to fuel 
poverty: 
– young families
– single lone adults– single lone adults
– working fuel poor
– people living in rural isolated areas

• Strengthen links with health professionals 
and community groups


